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Preface 
 

 
The Kyoto Postgraduate Conference on English Historical Linguistics (KPCEHL 2016) 
was held 6-7 August 2016 at Kyoto University in Kyoto, Japan. The aim of the 
conference was to bring together junior scholars and to provide them with a stimulating 
platform to exchange ideas and an opportunity to expand research networks. As part of 
Kyoto University’s undertaking to help junior researchers to share and publish their 
research, this international conference and the publication of its proceedings were fully 
funded by the Kyoto University President’s Discretionary Fund. We would like to 
express our utmost gratitude to Kyoto University. Beyond this generous aid by the 
university, we would also like to extend our heartfelt thanks to our mentor, Professor 
Yoko Iyeiri, Faculty of Letters, Kyoto University for her moral encouragement and 
logistic support. Furthermore, we wish to thank the following who supported us in 
organising the conference: Professor Hideo Nishimura, Dr. Emily Osborne, Mariko 
Fukunaga, Akira Moriya, and Masahiro Shimizu. 

We are proud that thirteen junior researchers from various research institutions in 
Japan, the University of British Columbia, Canada; and the University of Glasgow, 
Scotland gathered in Kyoto for this event. The conference explored ‘English historical 
linguistics’, covering a wide range of topics on the English language from the pre-
English era to the Late Modern period. It is also our privilege and pleasure that we 
welcomed Professor Laurel J. Brinton from the University of British Columbia, Canada, 
one of the leading scholars in historical pragmatics, as our keynote speaker. The 
conference would not have been a success without the participants; our thanks go to all 
of them for their participation, particularly in the dynamic discussions. We believe that 
we have accomplished the aim of the conference, and it is our wish that each participant 
enjoyed the conference and gained new insights. 

This volume – the fruit of a golden opportunity given to us – contains ten papers that 
discuss diverse topics of English linguistics; hence, we feel that the title, Aspects of 
English, accurately captures the diversity. The volume explores a range of approaches 
from already established methods in English linguistics to emerging interdisciplinary 
frameworks: philology, phonology, morpho-syntax, historical sociolinguistics, 
historical pragmatics, and literary linguistics. Some authors take philological 
approaches to Old and Middle English, with topics from manuscript studies to the 
phonological development of the pre-English sound system, to scansion patterns in 
Middle English verses. Other papers conduct corpus-based studies of morpho-syntactic 
phenomena in Modern English, with emphasis on historical sociolinguistic and 
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pragmatic factors. Insights from historical sociolinguistics and pragmatics are also 
employed in literary studies: narratological analysis of a Victorian novel and the impact 
of Modern Scots on the English language represented in fantasy genres. We have 
realised that English linguistics is more encompassing than we thought; each discipline 
progressively pushes its boundaries further to merge with neighbouring disciplines. 
Interdisciplinary studies require cooperation among researchers working in related 
fields. We, thus, hope that this volume offers invaluable insight and further encourages 
interdisciplinary approaches in English linguistics. 

The editors are tremendously thankful that we were given the occasion to assume the 
responsibility of editing and publishing the proceedings. We are under the impression 
that in Japanese academic contexts, postgraduate students rarely have opportunities to 
organise an international conference and to produce its proceedings. The work never 
felt easy, but we thoroughly enjoyed every bit of the entire process.  

As junior researchers, we are still in the early stages of scholarly endeavours. The 
experience gained through the conference is invaluable. It gave us an opportunity to 
share our progress thus far and motivated one another for future academic pursuits. We 
thus believe that international conferences for junior scholars such as this one are worth 
continuing. We look forward to future opportunities to reunite and invigorate English 
linguistics, whether domestically or internationally. 
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